
BRIDGE
May 2023

For the United Reformed Churches in
Bewcastle and Carlisle

Part of the
Cumbria URC Missional Partnership



2

Contacts and Sunday Service Pattern

THE MINISTER
Revd Lisa Moore Wilson

Minister for North Cumbria
within the Cumbria Missional Partnership.

Telephone:  01228 642858
Email:  Lisa.Wilson@nwsynod.org.uk

THE KNOWE CHURCH
BEWCASTLE

Services:  1.45pm on the first Sunday in the month
Contact:  Mrs Doreen Telford

Telephone:  016977 48447

ST. GEORGE’S UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
WEST WALLS

CARLISLE
CA3 8UF

www.urccarlisle.org
Services:  10.30am every Sunday
Contact:  Mrs Rosalind Fearon

Telephone:  016973 44892
Email:  rosrayfearon@talktalk.net

Covid restrictions have been reviewed and relaxed.
Sanitizers are still provided in the entry porch.
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From Lisa
As some of you may know during Lent I went on a retreat at the
Monastery of Our Lady of Hyning near Carnforth.  In the grounds
there is an art studio and one of the sisters, Sister Mary Stella, paints
beautiful icons and uses them to teach the gospel message.  She
explained that there are strict rules around the painting of various
icons and originally they were created by a poet, a theologian and
someone adept in geometry.  One of the icons she showed us was
of the disciples gathered together in the upper room after the
crucifixion, sitting at the head of the table was Mary, the mother of
Jesus.  Sister Mary Stella explained that this place is either left empty
or is occupied by Mary.  She had chosen to put her there because
she imagined her as the mother figure galvanising the downcast
and despondent disciples into action urging them to take on the
Commission that Jesus had left them.

I found it really interesting that a woman had been quietly and
thoughtfully placed there, it seemed to me to restore the female
voice and acknowledge the importance of women in the story of
God's people.  It was a simple point which may or may not be
picked up by others.  In this case I noticed and perhaps others do
too as they visit the art studio.  It seems to me sometimes spreading
the gospel is like this, lots of little ripples on a pond rather than a
great crushing waterfall.

There are many voices that often go unheard.  Over recent weeks
perhaps you have become aware of some of those as we have shared
their stories in our sermons.  Without Jochebed hiding her baby in
a basket in the Nile, Moses would not have gone on to be the leader
of God's people.  Without Huldah authenticating a hidden scroll
and giving God's prophecy, King Josiah would not have restored
the Kingdom of Judah to worshipping the one true God.  Without
Mary accepting the angel's word, the story of Christ would have
been different.  Although in this particular case the voices we have
restored are those of women, there are many people in history and
in the present who still have no voice.
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Jesus however does give people a voice, he listened to what people
wanted to say regardless of who they were or what other people
thought about him talking to them.  He talked with tax collectors
considered traitors because they were in the employ of the Roman
Empire, he spoke with a haemorrhaging woman who would have
been considered unclean, he spoke with a woman of a different faith
when she was drawing water at the well - another no no in the
culture of the time.  He spoke to a rich young man, he spoke to a
Roman centurion, he spoke to the physically and spiritually blind
and he spoke to young children.  It seems there was no one in which
he did not take an interest so I leave you with some questions

Who are the people with no voice today?

What action, however small, can I take today to make sure they are
heard and to make sure they have a place at the table?

Rev Lisa Wilson

From St George's Secretary
News of members
Please pray especially for John, Muriel and Olive who have
challenging health issues.  We also remember those of our
fellowship who have lost loved ones and have to adjust to life
without them; and we pray for Margaret, Jean G, Jim, Dorothy,
Catherine and Ethel and all who care for them in their care homes.

Easter
Easter is always a very busy time for the clergy, as we could see
when we joined the Palm Sunday service in the Cathedral, a service
that required a lot of preparation.  The Prayer Labyrinth and the
Good Friday service at the Border Kirk, led by Wes and Lisa, were
particularly moving.  Easter Sunday, we enjoyed playing 'pass the
parcel' which enabled many of us to participate in the Scripture
readings; thank you, Lisa.
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Flowers
A big 'thank you' to Kathleen and Pamela for the beautiful flower
displays in church every Sunday.  They always look lovely, and
the Easter lilies were especially nice.  Also, thank you to Olive for
suggesting the Easter tree - you never know, it may break into bud
before we remove it!

Music
We are also very grateful to Peter, who faithfully accompanies our
hymns every Sunday, even though he describes himself as our
'temporary organist'.

Lent Bible Studies
Those who attended on Tuesday afternoons really appreciated
these studies led by Lisa and Wes.  We shared our thoughts and
laughter, and discovered that a detailed knowledge of scripture
was NOT necessary in order to participate.

Coronation Party Sunday 7th May
A reminder that our service will start at the later time of 11.30am.
This will enable our valiant social committee to prepare the food
in the morning before the service.  We are hoping that our friends
from Bewcastle and Silloth will join us.

Holidays
Some of our members will be commencing holidays during May.
We hope they enjoy a relaxing and refreshing break.

Rosalind

Spring Gift Day
Our Spring Gift Day, held on Sunday 19th March, raised the
excellent sum of £2,680.00.  Grateful appreciation is conveyed to all
Members who contributed so generously on that occasion.

Pamela Martin
Gift Aid Secretary
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From St George’s Treasurer
I wish to convey my sincere appreciation to Members of St George’s
for the continued financial support received during the last twelve
months.  Although the worst of the Covid 19 pandemic is behind
us, the current high rate of inflation, and in particular the very high
energy costs we are experiencing means that our financial position
remains challenging.  Hopefully, the situation will start to improve
in the future.  I send every blessing to you all for the year ahead.

John Ware
Treasurer

From the AGM and Church Meeting
19th April

Revd Iain Mackenzie
Iain was presented with a gift voucher as a token of our
appreciation for all that he has contributed to the life of St George's
through his preaching since his retirement.  His last preaching
engagement will be on Sunday 23rd April, after which he will be
well and truly retired.

Olive Cronie
Olive, regretfully for health reasons, has announced that she will
no longer collect and deliver donations to the Carlisle Food Bank.
Members may still make donations of food in the local supermarket
bins; anyone wishing to give money may do it by bank transfer.

   Account name: Carlisle Foodbank.
   Account number: 00035028.
   Sort code: 40-52-40 (CAF Bank)

Facebook page
Deborah and Lisa have set up a Facebook page for St George's.
Google 'St George's URC Carlisle' and you will find it.

Rosalind
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Concerts at St Cuthbert's
Second in a series of concerts to be held in St Cuthbert's

from April to September 2023.

Sunday 21st May, 3.00pm
On Sunday 21st May the highly acclaimed Wordsworth Singers
will present a programme of choral music including a work
commissioned by the choir to mark the 250th anniversary of the
birth of William Wordsworth.  The music is written by Cumbrian
born composer Philip Cooke and features soprano soloist, Fiona
Weakley as well as pianist, Nick Butters.  The choir will be
conducted by Mark Hindley.

The concert will last about an hour, and will be followed by
delicious refreshments and plenty of time to chat.  There will be no
charge for admission though donations to St Cuthbert’s Church
will be most gratefully received.  If you pay tax please pop your
donation into a yellow envelope & complete your details.  A
generous grant has been received from Carlisle City Council
towards the costs of staging this concert series.

St George’s Services

May 7th 11.30am Rev Lisa Wilson
       Service followed by Coronation Party
May 14th 10.30am Rev John Millard
May 21st 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson
May 28th 10.30am Rev Janice Faris (Pentecost, Communion)
June 4th 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson
June 11th 10.30am Ian Stewart
June 18th 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson

Bridge for June 2023
Please note that the claiming date for articles for the June edition

of Bridge is Sunday 14th May.
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Prayer for Christian Aid
Christian Aid Week:  15th - 21st May 2023

God of all people, whose image is in all those you have created and
whose teaching commands us to love one another, give us the
courage to stand with the most vulnerable and excluded people of
the world.  Help us to see the situations where there is need:
   -  those suffering on the front lines of the climate crisis.
   -   those displaced by conflict.
   -  those marginalised by unjust systems.

We pray for your love and grace to fill the lives of those who are
struggling to thrive through poverty and injustice that they may
see change.  Empower Christian Aid's partners in their work to
respond and give them the tools, knowledge and perseverance to
stand alongside the poorest communities.  Inspire your Church
across the world to look for a more equal division of power and
mobilise people to build a movement for change to bring social
justice for all.  Challenge us to look at ourselves and understand
our part in the global systems of injustice; send your Spirit to help
us shape our lives and our churches to live out your call to love one
another.  We ask all this in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen

By Charlotte Scott, from Christian Aid
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North Western Synod
North Western Synod has been awarded its first Eco-Synod award.
It is now the URC's second synod to have reached Bronze, West
Midlands being the first in March 2021.

"The act of building a better, more sustainable world is kingdom
building," said the Revd Daleen ten Cate, Green Apostle for the
Synod.  "We should not underestimate the seeds we sow."

At the 2016 General Assembly, the United Reformed Church (URC)
commended the Eco Church award scheme within the context of
its new Environmental Policy, which was updated in 2019.  The
URC has sinced worked with A Rocha UK to develop Eco Synod
as a tool by which Synods can encourage local churches to engage
in wider creation care.

The Eco Synod Award is a development of Eco Church whereby a
URC Synod can register its interest in and work towards an award.
The two awards are designed to complement each other,
encouraging both Synod-level and local church-level engagement
with Eco Church.

Eco Church is an A Rocha UK project, run in partnership with Christian
Aid, The Church of England, The Methodist Church, Tearfund, The
United Reformed Church and Allchurches Trust Limited.
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Global Justice Now
Rich countries in the global north are responsible for over two thirds
of global CO2 emissions.  And just five fossil fuel corporations, which
between them have reported over $170 billion in profit in 2022 alone,
are responsible for more than 11%.
Yet it is communities in the global south, in countries such as
Mozambique, Bangladesh and many small island nations, that are
facing, and paying for, the worst climate impacts.
Instead of forcing lower income countries to shoulder the cost, big
polluters should be paying for climate compensation.  Join us in
calling on the UK government to tax fossil fuel corporations to pay
for 'loss and damage'.

What is loss and damage?
As carbon emissions continue to rise and the climate crisis intensifies,
an increasing number of impacts cannot be avoided or adapted to.
Extreme weather such as floods, heatwaves and hurricanes, as well
as slower impacts like rising sea levels, desertification and glacial
retreat, cause devastating damages to livelihoods and vital
infrastructure.  This creates huge costs for governments and
communities.
'Loss and damage' is a proposal from the global south for rich
countries in the global north, who are the most responsible for
climate change, to compensate the countries in the global south for
the huge losses they are already suffering.

Aftermath of
Typhoon Haiyan in
the Phillippines.
Henry Donati, DflD
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Photo:  Pete Moorey, Christian Aid

At COP27, countries finally agreed to set up a new loss and damage
fund, but have not yet agreed how much should be paid in or how
it will be funded.

Make polluters pay for climate change

We are calling on the government to increase taxes on fossil fuel
corporations to finance a significant UK contribution to the new
loss and damage fund.
Take action.  Sign the petition using the
QR code or find it at globaljustice.org.uk
and join the movement for climate justice
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Commitment for Life
Bangladesh

Safer spaces for women
Feeling safe in public spaces feels like a basic right that everyone
should experience.  However, in all sorts of contexts this is not the
case, and women especially face higher risks of violence or harm.
Christian Aid in Bangladesh has been using a tool called Women
Safety Walk, which was designed by UNWOMEN, to assess the
safety risks that women face in several of the contexts where
Christian Aid works.
As part of this work, Christian Aid carried out assessments in
factories, government offices and open urban spaces to understand
the risks women face in accessing work and key services.  They are
planning to continue this assessment in more projects across
Bangladesh to help combat gender based violence.
One of the assessments was at a factory with over 300 workers, 125
of whom are women.  They found some key problems which can
contribute to harassment of women, especially after dark, and other
safety concerns which affect everyone.

Christian Aid partners and staff gathered for training
on how to assess women's safety in public spaces



15

As a result of using the Women Safety Walk tools there are now
recommendations to improve the safety of the area including
improvements to street lighting, a zebra crossing, more regular
police patrols of the area and installing a security camera.
There have also been recommendations for changes inside the
factory such as making sure everyone receives training on gender
based violence, increasing awareness of the complaints procedures,
and hiring more female security guards.  These small changes can
make big differences to the confidence women feel in the workplace
raising issues they experience.

Hijras

In Bangladesh, there are small, well-defined, transgender
communities called Hijras.  Hijras are often born male but look and
dress in traditionally feminine ways. They face discrimination in
every aspect of life: healthcare, education, public transport, and
constitutional rights.  The main reason is lack of awareness in the
wider population, along with no official recognition or formal
statistics.

Our partner Bandhu Social Welfare Society has been lobbying on
behalf of the transgender and Hijra communities for seven years,
alongside UNFPA (the United Nations sexual and reproductive
health agency) and UNICEF.  This year, they achieved a significant
victory when the National Curriculum and Textbook Board of
Bangladesh agreed to incorporate comprehensive sexuality education
into the national curriculum, which helps sensitise children on gender
diversity.  Bablai Raj Kumar is a Hijra.  He writes that he used to work
as a manual scavenger.  Our Christian Aid partner in the region
trained him in manufacturing
cleaning products and flower stands.
Now he earns 20,000 rupees a
month, enhancing his status in
society.

Hijra in Bangladesh
Wikipedia, public domain




